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The Federation of Indian Photography (FIP) cordially invites photographers, visual 

artists, and photography enthusiasts from across India and abroad to its Biennial 

Convention 2026, to be held at the historic town of Orchha on 26–27 November 

2026, followed by a special photographic experience at the magnificent temples of 

Khajuraho on 28–29 November 2026.

This prestigious gathering will bring together leading photographers, salon 

organizers, judges, educators, and passionate image-makers for an enriching 

exchange of ideas, learning, creativity, and fellowship. The convention will feature 

inspiring presentations, panel discussions, exhibitions, networking opportunities, 

and photographic excursions amidst some of India's most iconic heritage locations.

Set against the timeless architectural splendour of Orchha and the UNESCO World 

Heritage monuments of Khajuraho, the event promises a unique blend of 

photography, culture, history, and friendship.

Join us to celebrate the art and spirit of photography at FIP Convention 2026.

Edit rial



Salt can also be photographed beautifully. 

Salt fields and the process of  making them 

can also be photographed beautifully. I took 

beautiful pictures in Salt, i travelled to many 

places and many days in the state of AP to 

take these Salt photos. In AP Salt is 

produced in Chinaganjam, Machilipatnam 

a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  E v e n  b e f o r e 

Independence the British Rulers used to 

make Salt in these areas and take it to 

London. British Rurals imposed a heavy tax 

on Salt and made it illegal for Indians to 

produce Salt in India. 

Raw Salt  or Sodium Chloride (NaCl) is a 

foundational mineral that has deeply 

Dr. Ch.V.S.Vijaya Bhaskara Rao, Hon.FIP, EFIAP, ARPS, MFIP, PPSA, APSS, FIIPC

Guest faculty JMC and Photography Department Acharya Nagarjuna University
Retired Chief Photojournalist, THE HINDU

SALT : THE MINERAL THAT SHAPED CIVILISATION

influenced human History, Culture and 

Biography. From Establishing ancient trade 

routes to dictating Modern dietary 

guidelines Salt remains an indispensable 

part of life from Birth to death.

Historical & Cultural significance 

The origins of Salt production 

Salt harvesting dates back to ancient times. 

The Chinese are believed to have been 

among the first to harvest Salt from the Sea 

around 6000 BC, developing intricate 

techniques to extract it from Coastal 

Seawater and laying the foundation for 

future generations.

Workers prepared Raw Salt from a Field at Chinganjam of AP. © CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR
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Economic and Political Power

Currency & Language : In ancient times Salt 

was not valuable because it was traded like 

currency. The Modern word "Salary"  is 

directly derived from the Saly payments 

given to Roman Soldiers.

I n d e p e n d e n c e  M ov e m e n t s : I n 1 9 3 0 

Mahatma Gandhi  led the historic Dandi  

March (Salt March) in India. This act of civil 

disobedience defied British Colonial Laws 

that forbade Indians from producing or 

controlling their own Salt, turning a basic 

mineral into a symbol of Freedom.

Love like Salt: A folk tale of value

The vital importance of Salt is beautifully 

illustrated in the traditional folktale, Love 

like Salt.

The Test: A King asks his daughters to 

declare their affection. The older daughters 

flatter him by comparing their love to Gold 

and Jewels.

The Banishing: The youngest prince replays 

“I love you as much as salt” insulted by the 

comparison to something so common and 

cheap, the King banishes her.

The Realization: Later the princess secretly 

cooks a feast for her father without a single 

grain of Salt. Tasting the entirely bland 

flavourless  food, the King realises that Salt 

is essential to life. He understands that her 

love was truest of all and they reconcile.

 Types of Salt

Ancient methods of acquiring raw Salt laid 

the foundation for the diverse culinary 

variations we use today.

Worker  prepared Raw Salt from a Field at Chinganjam of AP. 
© CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

Raw Salt at Chinganjam of AP. © CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR Workers prepared Raw Salt from a Field at Chinganjam of AP. 
© CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR
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Workers Carried  Salt from Fields at Chinganjam of AP. 
© CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

A Worker Collecting Raw Salt from a Field at 
Chinganjam of AP. © CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

A Worker Pouring Raw Salt into a Pile at Chinganjam of AP. 
© CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

Workers prepared Raw Salt from a Field at Chinganjam of AP. 
© CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

A View of the Raw Salt Pile at Chinganjam of AP. 
© CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

A Worker Move to Pour Raw Salt into a Pile on Sunset 
at Chinganjam of AP. © CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

Workers Carried  Salt from Fields at Chinganjam of AP. © CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR



SUSANTA BANERJEE

The Indian photographic community mourns the loss of Sushanta Banerjee, a 

distinguished image artist, visionary leader, and beloved mentor whose 

contributions to the art and practice of photography have left an enduring 

legacy.Widely respected for his artistic excellence, Sushanta Banerjee earned 

admiration across the country for his evocative imagery, creative vision, and 

unwavering commitment to advancing photographic art. Through his work, he 

inspired countless photographers to pursue excellence and to view photography 

not merely as a craft, but as a powerful medium of expression.
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His leadership of the Federation of Indian Photography (FIP) marked a 

particularly significant chapter in the organization’s history. Serving as 

President for two consecutive terms, from 2017–2018 and 2019–2020, he 

guided the Federation with dedication, integrity, and foresight. During his 

tenure, he worked tirelessly to strengthen the photographic fraternity, 

encourage emerging talent, and promote Indian photography on national and 

international platforms.

Beyond his artistic accomplishments and administrative leadership, 

Sushanta Banerjee was known for his generosity, humility, and willingness to 

mentor others. He was a source of encouragement to photographers of all 

levels, always ready to share his knowledge and experience. His warmth, 

wisdom, and passion for the medium earned him the affection and respect of 

colleagues and friends throughout the photographic world.

His passing leaves a profound void in the hearts of all who knew him and 

benefited from his guidance. Yet his photographs, his leadership, and the 

countless lives he touched will continue to inspire future generations.

The Federation of Indian Photography and the wider photographic 

community extend their deepest condolences to his family, friends, and loved 

ones during this difficult time.

Sushanta Banerjee’s legacy will live on through the images he created, the 

institution he served, and the photographers he inspired.

May his soul rest in peace.

VIEWFINDER JULY, 20268
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XXXII FIP CONVENTION AT ORCHHA & KHAJURAHO
The Federation of Indian Photography (FIP) cordially invites photographers, visual artists, 

and photography enthusiasts from across India and abroad to its XXXII Biennial 

Convention 2026, to be held at the historic town of Orchha on 26–27 November 2026, 

followed by a special photographic experience at the magnicent temples of Khajuraho on 

28–29 November 2026.

This prestigious gathering will bring together leading photographers, salon organizers, 

judges, educators, and passionate image-makers for an enriching exchange of ideas, 

learning, creativity, and fellowship. The convention will feature inspiring presentations, 

exhibitions, networking opportunities, and photographic excursions amidst some of 

India's most iconic heritage locations.

Set against the timeless architectural splendour of Orchha and the UNESCO World 

Heritage monuments of Khajuraho, the event promises a unique blend of photography, 

culture, history, and friendship.

Join us to celebrate the art and spirit of photography at XXXII FIP Convention 2026.

This Convention is different than other FIP conventions as it is for four nights, not for three 

nights as usual. 

The weather in November end will be pleasant and often chilly. 

26th November, Thursday 2026: - FIP will welcome the delegates on the 26th November at 

Orchha at Raj Mahal the Palace which is a luxury resort 2PM onwards with High tea. Once 

registered the delegates are free to visit the historic town on their own. The town centre is 

3.5kms from the resort and three wheelers are easily available. Dinner will be served at 8 

PM

27th November, Friday 2026:- Early morning photo session at Chhatris of Bundela Kings 

and Chaturbhuj Mandir. Two models with ethnic dresses will help your creativity and 

imagination.

Street breakfast

Return to hotel for Lunch

Afternoon photo session with models at hotel premises.

Puppet show/folk music in the evening

Dinner and Good Night

28th November Saturday 2026:- Early morning visit to the town centre and across river 

Betwa and Jahangir Mahal. Return to hotel for breakfast and depart for Khajuraho at 10 am 

for 3 hrs of luxury bus drive (172 kms). FIP will provide battery 3 wheelers for the to and fro 

journey to the town centre at Orchha.

VIEWFINDER JULY, 202610



Check in to A S Hotel, Khajuraho followed by lunch. 

2 PM onwards photo session at the Western group of temples of Khajuraho with models 
and guides to explain the intricacies of the temple. 

These temples are at walking distance from our hotel. 

Evening Light and Sound program at the Western group of temples. 

8.30 Pm Dinner and Good Night

29th November Sunday 2026: - Early morning Photo session at the eastern group of 

temples and Jain temple with models and guides.

9 am return to hotel for breakfast and revisit the temple.

Back at 11 am to hotel

11.30 AM to 1 PM Presentation by Dr Ashok Kandimalla Chief Guest of the Convention

Lunch at 1 PM

2 PM onwards Visit to temples  

4 pm to 6 PM GB Meeting followed by Fellowship banquet dinner. 

10 PM Good Night

30th November Monday 2026 - Delegates have free time to visit the Eastern or Western 

group of temples to unleash their creative imagination till 9 AM.

Breakfast at 9 AM and 10 AM Check out. End of Convention.

Panna is 30 minutes and Satna is 3.5 hrs drive from Khajuraho. Satna is the best place for 
boarding trains for Kolkata, Gaya, Bhubaneshwar, Patna and Bhopal, Kalyan, Thane and 
Mumbai. You may join for the 2 nights 4 safari tour of Panna Tiger reserve with added tour 
costs.

30th evening safari from 3 PM

1st December Tuesday Morning and evening safari

2nd December Wednesday Morning safari and check out from resort at lunch time.

CONNECTIVITY

Orchha is 30 minutes by road from Jhansi which is a major Railway junction. It is 5-6 hrs rail 
journey from Nizamuddin, Delhi. Vande Bharat & Gatiman Express run from Nizamuddin 
- Jhansi -  Khajuraho and return on 6 days a week except on Mondays (Vande Bharat) and 
takes 8 hrs for the entire journey. 

Khajuraho is well connected by air to Delhi and Benaras.

COSTING

The delegate fee is Rs 16000/- per person  for valid FIP members and their spouces. Non FIP 
members the registration fee is 17500/- on twin sharing basis. Valid members of all FIP 
valid club members supported by membership of respective club and FIP CM card copies 
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will be treated as FIP members. on twin sharing basis with all meals and a tea maker in all 
the rooms.

It covers your stay for 4 nights with 3meals as mentioned in registration, delegate bag, 

transport between Orchha and Khajuraho by a luxury coach, All entry fees, three wheelers 

fare when required/ Light and Sound show, services of two professional models and 

MUA, Props and reectors and fellowship dinner.

It does not include any of your personal expenses which is not mentioned above, your 

personal medicines, cigarettes and alcohol, camera charges at the Archaeological Society of 

India sites. Any thing ordered from your room like tea, coffee snacks and laundrey.

The tour cost is from Orchha to Khajuraho. 

There is a group discount for ten pax or more, Senior Citizens ( 65 years or more ), genuine 

disabled persons of Rs 1000/- per person. 

The seats are very limited. Please get your seat booked ASAP. All payment to FIP account 

only.

Single room occupancy is NOT POSSIBLE - SORRY.

Children above 12 yrs. will be treated as adults with separate beds. Children below 12 yrs. 

will share the parents bed; only meal charges to be payable for them. Rs. 7500/- each child.

Please note that:

The booking amount is Rs. 6,000.00. (In all cases).

To be paid before 31st August,2026.

After that – registration closes.

The booking amount is required to be deposited in the following bank account:

Beneficiary Name - Federation of Indian Photography

Beneficiary Address – 9A, Arya Kumar Road, Rajendra Nagar, Patna - 800016

Bank – Indian Bank, Branch – Beadon Street Branch

Account Type – Savings; Account Number : 50176190112

IFSC CODE : IDIB000K742

Branch Address – 39, ABHEDANANDA ROAD, KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL

The balance amount Rs. 10,000.00 for general candidates and Rs. 9,000.00 for senior 

delegates and in special cases, to be paid by 25th October, 2026.

Payable to Saltlake, GD Market Account.

Beneficiary Name: Federation of Indian Photography

Bank: Indian Bank, Branch: Salt Lake, GD Market Branch

Account Type: Savings; Account No: 50381789520

IFSC Code: IDIB000S549

Branch Address: GD 377 and 378, Salt Lake Sector III Kolkata, West Bengal - 700106
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CANCELLATION POLICY

Before 01.09.2026 - 90% refund. 

Before 30.09.2026 - 50% refund

Before 15.10.2026 - 25% refund

No refund after 15.10.2026

All refunds on medical grounds must be supported by valid medical certicates and 

evidences. Medical refunds are only valid for the registering delegates. The illnesses of 

unregistered/registered family members and spouse illnesses are not covered under this 

clause. 

All refunds will be made after 15th December 2026.

Train starting from Howrah

12175 Howrah Gwalior Chambal Express 

 starts from Howrah at 17:45 Wednesday

 reaches Jhansi at  15:15 Thursday

Train starting from Patna

11124 Barauni Gwalior Mail

 starts from Sonpur at 22:53 Wednesday

 reaches Jhansi at  17:05 Thursday

Train starting from Bangalore

22691 KSR Bengaluru Hajrat Nizamuddin Rajdhani Express

 starts from Bangaluru at 20:00 Wednesday

 reaches Jhansi at  00:16 Friday

Train starting from Mumbai

12137 Punjab Mail

 starts from Mumbai at 19:35 Wednesday

 reaches Jhansi at  14:15 Thursday

There are several trains from Delhi for those who are coming from Delhi, or ies to Delhi

Train starting from Delhi on Thursdays

12280 Taj Express 06:55 NDLS 7h 0m journey 13:55 VGLJ

12808 Samta Express 07:00 NZM 6h 15m journey 13:15 VGLJ

12050 Gatimaan Express 08:10 NZM 4h 25m journey 12:35 VGLJ

20424 Patalkot Express 11:20 DSJ 6h 25m journey 17:45 VGLJ

Vande Bharat - Nijamuddin-Jhansi-Khajuraho runs daily except on all Monday
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RETURN JOURNEY

Train starting from Satna towards Howrah

12322 Mumbai Kolkata Mail

 starts from Satna at  16:25 Monday

 reaches Howrah at 11:10 Tuesday

Train starting from Satna towards Patna

13202 LTT Mumbai Rajgir Express

 starts from Satna at 11:10 Monday

 reaches Patna at 23:20 Monday

Train starting from Satna towards Bangalore

12296 Sanghamitra Express

 starts from Satna at 04:40 Monday

 reaches Bangalore at 16:10 Tuesday

Train starting from Satna towards Mumbai

22178 Mahanagari Express

 starts from Satna at 16:10 Monday

 reaches Mumbai at 11:40 Tuesday

Khajuraho to Delhi train

11841 Gita Jayanti Express 

 starts from Khajuraho at  18:35 Monday

 reaches New Delhi at 08:45 Tuesday

PLEASE NOTE

1. That early check in is not possible in Orchha Hotel. Usual checkin time is 2pm.

2. Town of Orchha is strictly vegetarian, however Khajuraho is open to all food habits.

3. FIP will provide the contact numbers of the tour operators, the interested delegates may 

contact them for Railway Station dropping and pickup.

For enquiry please contact :

SANTOSH JANA; EFIAP, ESFIP, Hon. MFIP (Nature)

Mobile : 9733707550; E-mail : santoshnature99@gmail.com

SUMAN SAHA; EFIAP/d3, ESFIP, EFIP/p, FFIP, FAPU, A.APS, ALMG, Hon. PLAAPA, Hon. FPMP

Mobile : 9831144551, 9874244551; E-mail : treasurer.p@gmail.com

The delegate booking will only be online on the site of FIP. www.fip.org.in

VIEWFINDER JULY, 202614
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FIP PANNA Wildlife Photo Tour 2026
Date – November 30th – 2nd December (2 Nights / 3 Days)

Total 4 safaris (core Zone)

Tour cost – INR 18,000/- Per person

30th November – We will reach Panna from Khajuraho at 12 PM.

A�er lunch evening safari (2PM – 6PM)

1st December– Morning (6AM – 11AM) & Evening safari

2nd December – Morning Safari and a�er lunch check out 

                               from resort at 12 Noon

 PAYMENT TERMS

Booking amount (Non refundable): INR 8,000/- pp

Within 30th September 2026– INR 10,000/-

SORRY - NO REFUND IS POSSIBLE ON PANNA TOUR

INCLUSIONS

+ Khajuraho – Panna transport fees

+ Park fees &Guide

+ Twin sharing room

+ 4 pax in a jeep

+ All meals

EXCLUSIONS

- Liquors / so� drinks /  snacks, etc. 

- Laundry / souvenirs / gi�s

- Medicine / Tips

- Return journey costs towards 

  nearest railway sta�on/airport

All Panna resorts are small with 10-12 rooms only. 

The delegates will be split in 2-3 resorts of same and equal quality.
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FIP ORCHHA NEXT CONVENTION WILL BE AT 
AND  IN  WITH OPTIONALKHAJURAHO NOVEMBER 2026

SAFARI AT . PLEASE WAIT TILLPANNA
OUR NEXT PLYER IN THE JULY ISSUE OF VIEWFINDER
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Congratulations
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New regulations concerning participation in

FIP Salons and Circuits effective from January 2025

1. There are no restrictions for individual entries irrespective of FIP membership to 

Salons/Circuits with FIP Patronage.

2. Only FIP afliated club members (Valid ) can participate as group of members of that 

particular club.

3. An individual can only participate in Salon/Circuit from one Corporate club. If anyone 

participates from another Corporate club, he/she have to obtain NOC from the previous 

club.

4. Member who participates from more than one club will face a salon and distinction 

embargo for 1 to 5 years with no rights to appeal.

5. Discounts mentioned in FIP SALON APPLICATION FORM will be restricted to corporate 

club only.

6. All Salon organizers must follow a transparent policy regarding discount to FIP Corporate 

Clubs. The stated entry fee in the conditions of entry should be uniform for all individual 

entrants as well as Corporate Clubs.

7. Groups, other than valid FIP corporate clubs will not be entitled for discount.

8. Any Salon/Circuit organizing club providing discount to groups other than FIP Corporate 

Club or Individual will not be considered for FIP patronage in future.

9. Organizing clubs have the full liberty to seek patronage from any Indian or Foreign group or 

organization.

10. FIP patronage will only be considered if FIP is the sole Indian Patronage granting body.

11. To encourage organizers of Print Salon the Salon fee for Prints have been reduced to 50 % of 

existing fee.

12. To encourage Corporate membership the tenure of all NEW corporate clubs or renewals of 

existing CMs will be valid for 5 years at the same fee of Rs. 5100/-. Presently it is 3 years only.

New Rules for FIP membership and Patronage for Foreign Clubs.

1. Foreign clubs are welcome to seek FIP patronage and membership.

2. A new Form for membership and Patronage is available on our site.

3. By paying USD 50.00 the foreign club can get a non voting membership for one year and a 

salon Patronage for 4 sections. For Circuits the fee will be USD 75.00 (three Salons).

4. Medals will be available at an extra payment of USD 10.00 for a single medal with one 

ribbon including postage.

5. All payment must be paid  PayPal  USD 05.00 per through with transaction commission of

transaction.

6. Salon patronage is not a Right but a privilege for any organizer. FIP can deny patronage 

without citing any reason.

NEW RULES FOR SALON DISCOUNTS, PATRONAGE AND TENURE OF CM
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 OFFLINE JUDGING ONLINE JUDGING

NATIONAL (DIGITAL) Rs. 500/- Rs. 1500/-

INTERNATIONAL (DIGITAL) Rs. 1500/- Rs. 2500/-

NATIONAL (PRINT) Rs. 250/-

INTERNATIONAL (PRINT) Rs. 750/-

MEDAL CHARGES PER SECTION 

(1 Medal + 4 Ribbons per section is mandatory)

National per section for 1 Medal + 4 Ribbons @ Rs. 1250/- 

International per section for 1 Medal + 4 Ribbons @ Rs. 1500/-

MAXIMUM CHARGEABLE ENTRY FEE NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL

1. Single Salon for all sections Rs. 500/- Rs. 1000/-

2. Two Salon Circuit for all sections Rs. 1000/- Rs. 1500/-

3. Three Salon Circuit for all sections Rs. 1500/- Rs. 2000/-

Organizers are free to charge less but not more than the above charges.

NEW SALON RECOGNITION FEE STRUCTURE

CORPORATE MEMBERS to note- 

Tenure of CM is three years at a fee of Rs 5100/- only. If a CM renews 

the membership without any break the renewal fee will be Rs 3500/- 

only for 3 years. A break of even a single day will mean a new CM 

membership at Rs 5100/- only for 3 years and a new membership 

number. If the club wishes to continue with the same old 

membership number and has defaulted by a single day they will pay 

Rs 6100/- only and carry on the same membership number.
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FIAP Patronage Service
By Romain Nero EFIAP/d1 HonEFIAP 

Director of the FIAP Patronage Service 

New FIAP Patronage Regulations 

New FIAP Patronage Regulations 

The new patronage regulations will be mailed out to affiliates soon. Due to some delays in 
finalizing some of the detail, this document could not be sent earlier in the year, and thus 
the new regulations will not take effect at the start of 2024 as previously planned. These 
new regulations will instead become effective for salons/exhibitions which have a closing 
date AFTER the 30th April 2024. 

Some of the changes in the regulations have been implemented as a result of the ongoing 
collaborative work with the PSA. A new Memorandum of Understanding was recently 
signed by FIAP and PSA in October that further detailed the agreements being made by 
both organisations. An article, written by Joanne Stolte, who is both the FIAP Liaison 
Officer for the USA and the PSA International Partnerships Emissary, can be read in the 
Events section of this edition of FIAP News. 

Here are the major amendments in the new FIAP Patronage regulations: 

• a revised FIAP/PSA definition for Nature/Wildlife, that is still being finalised. Set 
subject definitions are an appendix to the main regulations. This appendix will be 
published soon. 

• applications for new events that only have digital sections, that have not had FIAP 
Patronage previously, must submit their Patronage application at least 3 months 
before the event's closing date; if these events have previously been granted 
Patronage, then they must submit their Patronage application at least 2 months 
before their closing date; 

• applications for any events with print sections must submit their Patronage 
application at least 4 months before the event's closing date and the salon's entry 
details and entry process must be available to entrants at least 3 months before the 
event's closing date; this is in order to give participants sufficient time to send in their 
works, 

• FIAP recommends that organizers do not flood Facebook and other social media sites 
with marketing posts for their event; 

• all judges engaged to judge a salon that is using online judging shall have a minimum 
of ten (10) days to score images before the award selection meeting; 

• For the youth age categories in youth salons the older age category will be for entrants 
under the age of 25 before the closing date for entries; 

• no salon FIAP Patronage fees will be charged for salons exclusively organised for 
youth and for each of these Youth salons, regardless of the number of sections offered 
in the Youth Salon; FIAP will also sponsor one set of 3 medals for each of the two age 
categories in a Youth Salon; 
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• the “Travel” section will no longer be an option for salons with FIAP Patronage and will 

be replaced by the option to have a “World in focus” section. The definition for this 

section is shown below; 

• there is a new FIAP/PSA definition for Photojournalism; this is also shown below; 

 an author may not enter identical or similar photographs into the same salon; in such 

case the organiser has to filter these images out before the judging; 

• each salon participant cannot receive more than one award per section in the same 

salon. 

• awarded medals must either be engraved by the organiser or, at least, provided with a 

sticker that includes details such as the name of the participant and the title of the 

picture for which the award was given; 

• pictures created by artificial intelligence are not allowed in any salon with FIAP 

Patronage! All parts of the image have to be photographed by the author who is 

holding the copyright of all works submitted. Offenders will be sanctioned for life! 

 one person cannot act more than fifteen times a year as member of a jury in a salon 

under FIAP patronage; 

 the text regarding online judging, FIAP INFO 172/2020, has been included in the 

Patronage Regulations document; 

 salons with a printed catalogue have previously needed to send a copy to the FIAP 

President, FIAP General Secretary, the Director of the Ethics Service and the FIAP 

Patronage Director; in addition to this, the catalogue must also be sent to the FIAP 

Salon File Department; please mark these parcels as “a gift, no commercial value”; 

• in order to minimise the possibility of entrants being charged duties or taxes when 

receiving a parcel containing the awarded medals, ribbons or trophies, salon 

organisers are asked to indicate on any postal and customs declaration that the 

contents are a “Gift of an inscribed award. No commercial value.”; any place on the 

forms which require a value to be indicated, should be marked as zero (0) commercial 

value or the minimum possible if a value above zero is a mandatory requirement. 

• the acceptance rates have to be limited to a maximum of 30% in each section.; 

The New FIAP Definition for “World in Focus” 

Just as with travel and tourism pictures, this section encompasses the full range of 

photographic genres from architecture, culture, events, food, landscape, portraits, etc. A 

“WORLD IN FOCUS” image expresses the spirit of an era, the essence of a place or of a 

culture whether it is shown in an authentic scene or whether it is arranged. Digital 

manipulation to optimize an image in terms of fine tuning of levels and colours is allowed 

as long as the image looks natural. The same applies for removal of dust or digital noise. 

Techniques that add, relocate, replace, or remove any element of the original image, 

except by cropping, are not permitted.
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The New FIAP/PSA “Photojournalism Definition” 

Photojournalism entries are images with informative content and emotional impact, 

reflecting the human presence in our world. 

Content Guidelines 

• The journalistic (story-telling) value of the image should receive priority over pictorial 

quality. 

• Images that misrepresent the truth, such as those from events or activities arranged 

specifically for photography, or of subjects directed or hired for photography, are not 

eligible. 

• When Human Interest is specified, those images depict a person or persons in an 

interactive, emotional or unusual situation, excluding sports action.

Editing Guidelines

Processing or editing must be limited to making the image look as close to the original 

scene as possible. 

Allowed editing techniques: 

• Cropping, straightening and perspective correction. 

• Removal or correction of elements added by the camera or lens, such as dust spots, 

noise, chromatic aberration and lens distortion. 

• Global and selective adjustments such as brightness, hue, saturation and contrast to 

restore the appearance of the original scene. 

• Complete conversion of color images to grayscale monochrome. 

• Blending of multiple images of the same subject and combining them in camera or 

with software (exposure blending or focus stacking); 

• Image stitching – combining multiple images with overlapping fields of view that are 

taken consecutively (panoramas); 

Editing techniques that are not allowed: 

• Removing, adding to, moving or changing any part of an image, except for cropping 

and straightening. 

• Adding a vignette during processing. 

• Blurring parts of the image during processing to hide elements in the original scene. 

• Darkening parts of the image during processing to hide elements in the original scene. 

• All conversions other than to complete grayscale monochrome. 

• Conversion of parts of an image to monochrome, or partial toning, desaturation or 

over-saturation of color. 
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ALL SALON ORGANIZERS AND 
WEBMASTERS TO NOTE

Starting from April 2023
FIP Salons/Circuits can be judged offline/online.
The period for online judging must be 10 days.

FIP/FIAP combined Salons/Circuits will be judged 
offline/online as per FIP/FIAP approval.

It has come to our notice that some Salon organizers are offering far too many 

PDF CMs. There must be a fair balance between acceptances, Medals and CMs 

including Ribbons. FIP has issued a new guideline. The Ratio between FIP Medal 

and CM/Ribbon must be 10 or below. 1 FIP Medal = 10 FIP Ribbon/CM.

All new Salon Patronage Application must be accompanied by the 
draft of Salon Rules including Salon Fee. No Group can be considered 

as a club hence groups must not be given any award etc.

Dear Salon Organizers/Webmasters,

Warm greetings from FIP, Patna, India.

Please be informed that FIAP DOC 033/2021 has been replaced 
with FIAP DOC 038/2023 E.

The amended undertaking by the entrant to all FIAP Salons will be 

“I hereby expressly agree to FIAP document 040/2023 
E«Conditions and regulations for FIAP Patronage » and FIAP 
document « Sanctions 038/2023 E for breaching FIAP regulations 
and the red list ». I am particularly aware of chapter II « Regulations 
for International photographic events under FIAP patronage » of 
FIAP document 040/2023 E, dealing under Section II.2 and II.3 with 

the FIAP participation rules, the sanctions for breaching FIAP 
regulations and the red list.”

FIAP documents 040/2023 E and 038/2023 E must be linked to this 
paragraph so that participants can consult it.

Please amend your Salon documents accordingly and urgently.

Thanks.
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APPEAL TO ALL WEBMASTERS REGISTERED WITH FIP 
AND SALON ORGANIZERS

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
Dear Friends,

FIP is receiving far too many incomplete, wrongly lled up Patronage 
Forms. Some of the common mistakes are :

1. Genre of theme not mentioned.

2. SDAS details not furnished. If it is a circuit all the participating clubs' 
SDAS must have been furnished.

3. The current Patronage form is Version VIII available in 2024 issue of 
Viewnder.

4. FIP membership status of all the jury members must be lled up.

5. Preliminary round of online judging should be completed within the 
1st 10 days.

6. Online link for the Award round must be shared with the Team Salon 
Saathi. Salon Saathi members participating in the Salon will be 
relieved of this responsibility.

7. Screen Shots of Zoom/Google Award meeting showing all the Jury 
members preferably with Chairperson must be sent to Team Salon 
Saathi.

8. While the Salon organizers are free to x their entry fees, I see 
exorbitantly high entry fee being levied by some of the reputed Salon 
organizers.

9. The Salon Patronage form has been changed. The current one is 
Version IX and printed in the current issue of Viewnder. Please 
make sure that you do not use any other previous versions to avoid 
unnecessary communications and delays.

10. All Salon organizers are duty bound to have a formal exhibition of 
the Print/Digital work. They must formally send an invitation to FIP 
who will delegate a dignitary to represent FIP in the Inaugural 
function of the Exhibition.
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Form No.3 (Version IX)

FIP No.: Date: Paid: Amount:

Mobile: Email:

CM

DD MM YYYY

Last

 

SADS SADS

 

Sent on Last

 

Catalog Catalog

 

Sent on Exhibi�on Date Exhibi�on Venue

Sec�on 1 Sec�on 2 Sec�on 3 Sec�on 4 Sec�on 5 Sec�on 6

CM
 

No. Expiry DateClub
 
/

 
Corporate

 
Member

1

2

3

Last Revised on 2nd January 2026

Informa�on to be

 

furnished

 

by

 

the

 

Salon Organising

 

Corporate

 

Member:

1. Name of the Salon /

 

Circuit

2. National / International

 

/

 

Circuit

 

Salon

Space for FIP Office

 

only: 

Secretary

 

General

 

FIP/

 

Salon Overall Control

FEDERATION OF INDIAN PHOTOGRAPHY
9A,

 

Arya

 

Kumar Road,

 

Rajendra Nagar,

 

Patna

 

- 800016

M: 9835021092 / 9431063606 (Rajiv)

Email: barunks@hotmail.com

 

/ federationofindianphotography@gmail.com

www.fip.org.in

Enter Theme Name (only

 
if

 
Theme

 
option

 
is

 
selected)

4. Corporate Membership No. of the Organiser with 

5. Whether the Mandatory information of

 

SDAS 

Expiry date of its Membership *. 

6. Sections in the Salon /

sent for the immediately preceding Salon?
 

Circuit?

3. Postal address of

 

the

 

Organising

 

Club / 

    

    Association, including Email and Mobile /Landline 

Phone number

Expiry

 

Date

Corporate

 

Membership No.

7. If it is a Circuit, name
 

the
 

Participating 

Photographic Clubs

Amount Date

Amount Date

FIP Medal 0 FIP Ribbon 0

Secretary's 

Name

Chairperson's 

Name

Name of 

Corporate 

Member

Name of 

Corporate 

Member

Mobile No. Mobile No.

Email Email

Secretary's

 

Signature Chairperson's

 

Signature

3

4

10. Required Medals

               

              

     

                   

      

9. Whether Fee for

 

Mandatory FIP

 

Medal has been 

paid? (Section-wise: National

 

@

 

Rs.1250/- & 

International @ Rs.1500/-) 

Please

 

a�ach

 

a

 

copy

 

of the transaction

 

receipt or

 

payment proof to the

 

application

 

email

Paid by

Transac�on No. Paid by

Please a�ach a copy of the transaction receipt or payment proof to the application

  

         

We hereby confirm

 

that:

1.We have carefully studied the FIP Regula�ons for Salon Recogni�on and declare that we shall in our own interest and also in the interest of

 

the Entrants to 

our Salon, strictly abide by these Regulations (including Para 9.3).

2.We submit herewith both the

 

Salon Schedule

 

and the

 

Final

 

Entry Form

 

of

 

our

 

Salon.

3.We are aware that in case of any lapse on our part, our Salon Recogni�on is liable to be

 

cancelled.

4.We agree to send a copy of our Salon Catalogue within a period of one month from the closure of our Exhibi�on to each of the following FIP Officials: (i)              
President (ii) Vice President (iii) Secretary General (iv) Treasurer and (v) Working Commi�ee Members (and in case of FIAP Recognised Salon - also to the    
concerned FIAP Officials as per their Advice / Guidelines).

5.We also agree to send so� copies of the Lists of (a) Awards and (b) Acceptances in M. S. Word / Excel format, within a week a�er the announcement of our 

        Salon Result to the FIP's Hony. Secretary General and the Chairman Who's Who Division. 

The Corporate Membership should be valid at least ? ll all the Prints, Medals & or Salon Catalogues etc are despatched to the Salon Par?cipants & the FIP / FIAP         

email

6

5

8. Salon recogni�on fee:- Na�onal digital Salon with Offline
judging Rs. 500/-. Online judging Rs. 1500/-. Interna�onal 
Digital Salon:- Offline judging Rs. 1500/-. Online judging 
Rs. 2500/-. 50% discount on above charges for on Print Salons.

 

Transac�on No.
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Closing Exhibition

Judging Catalog/Award

Result SADS

FIAP PSA RPS GPU APU Other

Sec�ons LM/IM

 

No. CM

 

Name

 

/

 

No. City

 

&

 

Country Mobile No.

4

5

6

7

1

2

3

Email
Jury Name & Dis�nc�ons

(FIAP/FIP)

JURY:

All the Members of Jury (including Alternate ones) must possess Distinctions from globally renowned Photographic Bodies such as FIP/FIAP/RPS/PSA etc. In case 

of a Circuit Salon,

 

each leg

 

(of

 

salon)

 

must have

 

a

 

separate

 

set

 

of

 

Judges

 

including

 

an alternate

 

Judge.

 

No person should act

 

as

 

a

 

Jury in two

 

Salons of the same 

Circuit.

I hereby confirm that

 

Email

 

consent has been obtained from

 

the

 

listed jury members

 

with the

 

following

 

statement.

 

I have

 

read and understood the FIP rules and 

guidelines (July 2022)

 

and I have

 

agreed to

 

follow

 

in spirit

 

and le�er

 

in the

 

Salon judging.

All your jury members

 

must be

 

either

 

LM/IM

 

(Valid)

 

of

 

FIP.

Secretary's

 

Signature Chairperson's

 

Signature

Important Dates of the Salon / Circuit

(Salon / Circuit Calendar)

Please make sure that your Corporate Membership is active till the last Salon responsibility as per your Salon Calendar, if not, please get it renewed.

Patronage or recogni�ons

 

sought

 

from other 

bodies

IMPORTANT!!! Select

 

Mode of

 

Judging

Secretary's 

Name

Chairperson's 

Name

13

7

8

9

10

11

12

20

Name of Alternate Juries, if any, must be shared with FIP at the time of patronage application. (Please use separate piece of paper). Alternate Juries can only be 

used if 1 or more regular jury is not available.

17

18

19

14

15

16
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Complete Postal 

Address

Complete 

Postal Address

Mobile No. Mobile No.

Email Email

Webmaster's 

Name Website

FIP Registered ?

Normal

 

Fee

Mobile No. Discounted

 

Fee

Email Club

 

Discount

Date: For

 

the

 

Federation of

 

Indian Photography Salon Recognition: Overall Control

Please note

 

this

 

recognition is

 

Provisional,

 

and it

 

may be

 

cancelled,

 

if

 

any serious

 

lapse

 

is detected on your part

 

in 

of

 

the

 

Regulations

 

specified.

 

With reference

 

to

 

your

 

applica�on dated

  

seeking

 

FIP

 

recognition for your

 

National

 

/

 

International

 

Circuit

 

/

 

Salon 

we have pleasure

 

in granting

 

the

 

Recognition to your

 

Salon.

FEDERATION OF INDIAN PHOTOGRAPHY
9A,

 
Arya

 
Kumar Road,

 
Rajendra Nagar,

 
Patna

 
- 800016

M: 9835021092, 9431063606 (Rajiv)

Email: barunks@hotmail.com

federationofindianphotography@gmail.com

www.fip.org.in

Yes

Secretary's

 

Signature

 

Date:

FIP/2026/

(Please quote the FIP Salon Recognition Number on your Entry Form & Catalogue)

For

 

the

 

Federation of

 

Indian Photography Salon Recognition: Overall Control

F. l. P. Recogni�on Reference No.
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MFIAP, EFIAP/p, GMPSA, ARPS, Hon.EFIAP, ESFIAP, Hon. FIP, Hon. MFIP (N), Hon. YPS
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PID Colour

The subject matter is unrestricted for PID images in separate colour and monochrome 

section. There may be a theme specied for some PID Salons and the exhibition's denition 

of the theme should be consulted with the organizer.

In accordance with Para II.8 E of FIAP  Document 048/2025 E “Pictures created by 

artificial intelligence are not allowed in this salon ! All parts of the image have to be  

photographed by the author who is holding the copyright of all works submitted. 

Offenders will be sanctioned for life ! ”

All elements of the image must have been shot by the author. All parts of the image 

including graphics have to be photographed by the author holding copyright of his 

submitted works. Use of some lters available on net is permissible.

Same images either colour or mono in two different section of the same Salon will result in 

disqualication for both the images.

Monochrome Definition:

An image is considered to be Monochrome only if it gives the impression of having no 

colour (i.e. contains only shades of grey which can include pure black and pure white) OR it 

gives the impression of being a greyscale image that has been toned in one colour across the 

entire image. (For example by Sepia, red, gold, etc.)

Nature Photography definition:

Nature Photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict all 

branches of natural history, except anthropology* and archaeology*, in such a fashion that a 

well-informed person will be able to identify the subject material and certify its honest 

presentation. (Suggested*: An example will be helpful to the New Jury).  

The story telling value of a photograph must be weighed more than the pictorial quality 

while maintaining high technical quality.

1. Human elements must not be present, except where those human elements are 

integral parts of the nature story such as nature subjects, like barn owls or storks, 

adapted to an environment modied by humans, or where those human elements are 

in situations depicting natural forces, like hurricanes or tidal waves.

2. Scientic bands, scientic tags or radio collars on wild animals are permissible.

3. Photographs of human created hybrid plants, cultivated plants, feral animals, 

domestic animals, or mounted specimens are ineligible. 

FIP DEFINITION OF DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS
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4. Techniques that add, relocate, replace or remove any element of the original image, 

except by cropping, are not permitted. Conversion to infrared, either by digital 

technique or by original technique is not allowed. Stitching of two or more image is 

not permitted.

5. Complete conversion to grey scale Monochrome is allowed but without partial or 

complete toning.

6. It is perfectly legal to remove dust, ares or digital noise. Minor global colour / tone 

correction is OK as long as it is not selective and the nal image looks natural but not 

dramatic. Dodge and Burn tool is for you only but use it judiciously. Selective 

darkening of background is prohibited. Techniques like panning, slow shutter speed 

or in-exposure zooming are part of your creativity. Use of lters like Polarizers and 

NDs are ok.

7. Drone Photography in the National Parks of India is illegal except with prior written 

permission from the concerned authorities. Drone images of Wild animals will be 

disqualied.

8. Welfare of the subject is extremely important. Use of live bait is totally prohibited. 

Relocated nest is a big NO NO and jury members should not award Nest images.

Images entered in Nature section meeting the Nature Photography Denition above can 

have landscapes, geologic formations, weather phenomena, and extant organisms as the 

primary subject matter. This includes images taken with subjects in controlled conditions, 

such as zoos, game farms, botanical gardens, aquariums and any enclosure where the 

subjects are totally dependent on man for food.

Wildlife

Where exhibitions or competitions have a Wildlife Section or are giving a Wildlife Medal 

the following applies:

Images entered in Wildlife Sections meeting the Nature Photography Denition above are 

further dened as one or more extant zoological or botanical organisms free and 

unrestrained in a natural or adopted habitat.

Landscapes, geologic formations, photographs of zoo or game farm animals or of any 

extant zoological or botanical species taken under controlled conditions are not eligible in 

Wildlife sections.

Wildlife is not limited to mammals, birds and insects. Marine subjects and botanical 

subjects (including fungi and algae) taken in the wild are suitable wildlife subjects, as are 

carcasses of extant species.
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NEW POLICY FOR FIP RECOGNIZED SALON ON PTD & WIF SECTION

1. Organisers only seeking FIP approval will be free to chose from PTD and or WIF and 

acceptances and awards received will be valid for FIP distinctions

2. Organisers seeking FIP and FIAP approval will only get approval for WIF

3. Organisers seeking FIP. FIAP as well as PSA can have approval of both sections but 

for FIAP only WIF will count.

Photo Travel guideline for FIP: 

1. A travel image depicts features of a culture, place or people as found naturally, 

anywhere in the world.

2. Portraits, close-up shots, and images of groups or objects should contain contextual 

elements that reect the surrounding environment or location ensuring that the 

image doesn't appear staged or articially arranged.

3. The image should not be a SET UP image and it should not be a directed image.

4. It should not be from a PHOTO WORKSHOP where a troupe dances for the 

workshop organizer or HORSES are made to run in dust or water or an individual 

shows his acrobatics on payment of a fee.

5. Many monasteries have religious festivals with dances etc and it is perfectly legal to 

submit such images though you may have paid an entry fee. Same is true for ballet 

and other stage shows.

6. Images shot at fairs where the subject is obviously posing for you, with or without 

payment, is only good for pictorial section. On the other hand a candid image is good 

for PT section. 28 VIEWFINDER FEBRUARY, 2024

7. Techniques that add, relocate, replace or remove any element of the original image, 

except by cropping, are not permitted. Conversion to infrared, either by digital 

technique or by original technique is not allowed. Stitching of two or more image is 

not permitted.

8. Complete conversion to grey scale Monochrome is allowed but without partial or 

complete toning.

9. Digital correction of distortion is acceptable.

10. It is perfectly legal to remove dust, ares or digital noise. Minor global colour / tone 

correction is OK as long as it is not selective and the nal image looks natural but not 

dramatic. Dodge and Burn tool is for you only but use it judiciously. Correction of 

perspective is perfectly legal. Techniques like panning, slow shutter speed or in 

exposure zooming are part of your creativity. Filters like Polarizers and NDs are ok 

but star effect or rainbow lters are illegal.
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11. Drone photography is OK as long it is legally permissible in that part of the world. In 

India use of DJI Mavic Mini model of Drone is perfectly legal, except in areas where 

Drone Photography is prohibited by the authorities like National Parks etc.

12. Finally, be sensitive to the community or people whom you are shooting. Care for 

your subjects and care for your fellow photographers as well. If someone doesn't wish 

to be photographed, please respect the person's feelings and greet her or him with a 

sweet smile before parting ways.

The New FIAP Definition for “World in Focus” 

Just as with travel and tourism pictures, this section encompasses the full range of 

photographic genres from architecture, culture, events, food, landscape, portraits, etc. A 

“WORLD IN FOCUS” image expresses the spirit of an era, the essence of a place or of a 

culture whether it is shown in an authentic scene or whether it is arranged. Digital 

manipulation to optimize an image in terms of ne tuning of levels and colours is allowed 

as long as the image looks natural. The same applies for removal of dust or digital noise. 

Techniques that add, relocate, replace, or remove any element of the original image, except 

by cropping, are not permitted.

Photojournalism Definition:

1. Photojournalism entries should be images with informative content and emotional 

impact, reecting the human presence in our world. The journalistic (story-telling) 

value of the image shall receive priority over pictorial quality. In the interest of 

credibility, images that misrepresent the truth, such as those from events or activities 

specically arranged for photography or of subjects directed or hired for 

photography, are not eligible.

2. Techniques that add, relocate, replace or remove any element of the original image, 

except by cropping, are not permitted. The only allowable modications are removal 

of dust, scratches or digital noise, restoration of the existing appearance of the original 

scene, sharpening that is not obvious, and conversion to grey scale monochrome. 

Derivations, including infrared, are not eligible. All images must look natural.

Human Interest Definition:

Human Interest images depict a person or persons in an interactive, emotional, or unusual 

situation, excluding recreational or sports action.
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Primary and Award rounds

PRIMARY ROUND

1. Score of 1 is reserved only for images which transgress the barrier of the Section in 

which the image has been entered for or if there is a Water Mark on the image disclosing 

the ID of the Author even in a remote manner.

2. Score of 2 is marked when a Jury thinks the Image is not worth exhibiting in that Salon.

3. Score of 3 is marked when a jury thinks the image is good for exhibition as long as other 

jury members concur.

4. Score of 4 is marked when a jury thinks the image is denitely worth exhibiting and 

may even be considered for Award as well.

5. Score of 5 is marked when a jury recommends the image for Award in no uncertain way.

 Jury members are well within their rights to consult among themselves during the 

primary round. For any suspicious image jury panel is free to ask the author for 

RAW/JPEG sequence les with a short note explaining the enquiry. If the time is short the 

Chairman can call the author. Sometimes the author may be traveling therefore the author 

may take 5 to 10 days for compliance.

AWARD ROUND

In India and FIP we generally follow the system of 16 (5) to 25 marks

1. During the Award round the number of selected images are generally three times the 

number of Awards. Maximum an Image can score is 75 and generally speaking there is 

no discussion if only one image has scored the highest mark. 

2. In case of a tie-break, the jury members can discuss among themselves and with 

consensus they have the right to down score / upgrade the marks awarded to an Image 

to nalize the winner.

3. During the Award round the Images need to be scrutinised carefully for any violations 

of Salon and Section rules and infringements. Some violations are obvious and 

immediate actions are taken. For some, it is imperative to ask for the RAW or original 

serial JPEG les.

4. Till the Award round is over the author's name is not disclosed to anyone.

Role of the Organizer and Web Masters (Web Masters are part of the Organizing team)

1. It is the Organizers Solemn duty to safeguard the interests of the Entrants. Make no 

mistake, it is an Entrants' show.

2. Non jury members present during any Jury session should never prompt in any way.

3. The judging ambience should be as per the standards mentioned in the rule books. The 

rooms should be well lighted and standard facilities for men and women jury members 

should be made available.

4. Separate place for smokers is mandatory and so is regular supply of Soft Drinks/Tea 

etc.

Salon Scoring System to be followed by all FIP Salons
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5. Guests and club members are welcome to watch the scores being marked by the jury 

members without interfering in any way.

6. The Salon / Circuit Chairperson is the supreme authority and in any case of dispute he 

or she has the veto power but scores of 2-5 and awards cannot be challenged by the 

chair.

7. Before commencement of Jury Session, the Chairman shall provide each Jury Member a 

printed copy of the above scoring Guidelines and inform / remind them to award the 

Score 1 strictly as per the Guidelines.

8. In any FIP recognised Salon if an author has received a score of 1 on any of his/her 

Image, the Author may seek a clarication on the same from the Organizers and the 

latter shall have to provide the clarication in writing to the Author with copy to the 

FIP.

9. All Salon Organizers can have only 1 (one) 'Chairperson choice award' per Section. This 

Award MUST be selected from the Images selected in the AWARD ROUND only. This 

must be clearly mentioned in the Salon Rules.

10. DISCOUNTS are the integral part of Indian Society. All discounts must be clearly 

mentioned in Salon rules and regulations. FIP Salons provide 30 % discount to all Senior 

citizens, Female entrants and Disabled and youths as well by default. Group discount is 

also limited to 30% of the fee. Individual organizers are free to provide more or less 

discounts BUT it must be clearly mentioned in the Salon rules. Violations will attract 

sanctions lasting up to 3 years or even more. FIP “Salon Saathi” has a strong network 

and can smell murky deals easily. Remember, it was FIP which smelt the foul play in 

MPC Salon 3 years ago and alerted FIAP and PSA.

11. FIP will NEVER ask for your bank statement as we believe it is an infringement of your 

privacy and rights.

12. Over all Acceptance MUST NOT be more than 30% of total entries received in each 

section.

13. Any violations of Salon or Section Rules should be promptly referred to FIP with 

complete evidence.

14. FIP has an active Ethics and Disciplinary Committee in place. I reassure all concerned 

that this committee is NOT a TLT (Tooth Less Tiger) and we SHALL not hesitate from 

taking action against any one, if found guilty beyond reasonable doubt.

15. Members of the Organising Committee and Web Masters should NOT be the Jury 

member.

16. Organising club can have its members as Jury but members of the club cannot 

participate if more than one Jury members are from the same club.

17. Jury members cannot participate in the same Salon or a Circuit (Any leg of a Circuit).
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18. All jury members must have proper qualication and appropriate experience with 
distinctions and honours from FIP/ FIAP/RPS and PSA

19. FIP (Form 3) is being redesigned to have Section wise names of the Jury members. 
Nature is the most technical section and hence Nature section MUST have at least two 
experienced Nature Jury members. Sooner than later, this requirement will change to 
three as FIP is planning for Accredited Nature Salon Jury members.

20. All potential jury members are here by reminded that they are entitled to be on the jury 
panel of 15 International FIP/FIAP patronage Salon. They are also entitled to 10 FIP 
National only patronage Salon.

21. All FIP patronage applications for National Salons must reach the FIP ofce 3 months 
before the closing date. For International Salons must apply 6 months (180 days) in 
advance before the proposed closing date and following Calendar schedule should be 
followed:

1) Launching of Website 60 days before the Closing date.

2) Jury meet within 15 days of the Closing date.

3) Declaration of Results 15 days from Jury meeting.

4) Individual score cards should be sent to the individual entrant's mailbox within 3-5 
days of result.

5) Following the Results the entrants can only request for minor changes in titles and 
names. Complete change of title or author's name is strictly forbidden, whatever 
may be the compulsion.

6) SDAS 30 Days from Result. 

7) Exhibition and Awards within 70 days of Result.

8) Salon Closure report to FIP within 75 days of the Result. This is not SDAS.

9) Web site, e mail ID and cell numbers of the contacts should be valid for at least one 
year.

10) Every Salon organizer must publish a catalogue, Printed or PDF, which should be 
either sent to all entrants or it should be available on Salon's website for atleast 1 
year.

11) Web site should have 'STATUS' tab on the front page.

12) Calculation for the best Entrant Award for FIP Salons

 Points

Acceptance 1
CM 1
FIP and other patronizing bodies HM 2
Club Bronze Medals 3
Thematic cash Award 4
Bronze Medal by International Patronizing Body 4
Club Silver 4
Silver by International Patronizing Body 5
Club Gold 5
FIP Gold + Other International Patronizing Body Gold 6
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GUIDELINES
All potential Salon organizers are hearby requested to send the SOFT COPY of 

the Salon Recognition Form on barunks@hotmail.com only.

federationondianphotography@gmail.com is NOT checked on daily basis.

A Salon held in India is a National Salon as long as it has only FIP recognition. 
Foreigners may participate but the status will remain National.

FIP recognised photographic courses

FIP is always willing to help the clubs who run photographic courses. Since 
the clubs earn a decent money it is but logical that FIP gets a fair share of the 
earnings. FIP is aware that some clubs are indulging in all kind of tricks to 
avoid paying the full amount due to FIP. I wish to tell such clubs and their 
worthy ofcials that “ your club may become rich by denying few thousand 

bucks to FIP but believe me FIP will not become poor by your acts ” and 

your lost goodwill and credibility will be worth 100 times more the amount for 
which FIP was taken for a ride. 

From April 2020 all new courses registered with FIP will be charged 
Rs. 10,000.00 as registration fee per batch upto 20 students. If the number of 
students are more than 20, Rs. 500 per student will be charged. 
1) 25 students x Rs. 500.00 = 12,500. 

2) 30 students x Rs. 500.00 = 15,000 and so on.

At the end of the course FIP will furnish certicates to all the registered 
students only. All the certicates will be printed by FIP in a similar design.  FIP 
logo and the corresponding club's logo will be there with two signatures from 
the club and one from FIP.

Secretary General will NOT pen his signature on any other certicate.

FIP is fully aware that some clubs are using FIP logo on their course 
certificate illegally. I hope this unethical practice will stop in future.

All FIP salons from now onwards are open to participation by foreigners. Salons 
accepting foreign entries will be treated as international for Salon Recognition 
fee. Already few foreigners have taken our distinctions. For them the acceptance 
criteria in National Salons is waved off. In the near future this waiver will be 
withdrawn and will benet the National Salon Organisers.
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All potential jury members are hereby reminded that they are 

entitled to be on the jury panel of 15 International FIP/FIAP 

patronage Salon. They are also entitled to 10 FIP National only 

patronage Salon.

JURY PRIVILEGE

GUIDELINES FOR NEW SALON ENTRANTS

Salon Photography is one of the most rewarding form of 

photography and if followed seriously will lead to almost certain 

improvement in your photography. But pitfalls are there. With the 

lightroom, photoshop and other editing tools available so easily that 

a new comer starts using them for all genre of photography which 

leads to disciplinary action which is totally preventable.

FIP emphasizes and request all photographers, whether a new comer 

or a seasoned one to use the editing software with discretion.

Even the slightest manipulation (removing or adding any element) in 

Nature, Travel, World in Focus and Photojournalism sections are 

strictly forbidden. Global colour and tone correction, Judicious use of 

dodge and burn tool is allowed and so is removal of sensor dust and 

noise. Cropping is your right. Never use clone tool.

In the pictorial sections of colour and monochrome there are no such 

restrictions.

The bottom line is “you must have the RAW le or Serial JPEG le” 

before you contemplate to enter your image in a Salon.

Not knowing the rules and regulations is not an excuse.

Follow the above guidelines and enjoy your Salon photography.
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FIP wishes to underline that all the facilities provided by FIP like Workshop 

participation, Salon recognition to clubs and FIP distinctions and honours are a 

privilege NOT a Right. FIP ofce can deny any of the above without assigning any 

reason whatsoever.

PRIVILEGE AND RIGHT

Payment received by FIP : All payment to FIP must be done online only. Our bank 
details are mentioned on the membership form.

FIP Salon organisers :- Please note that FIP ofce needs three signatures from 

Salon Secretary on the form (1st page, 2nd page and the last page for salon fee. 
Similarly Salon Chairman needs to sign at two place. 1st and 2nd page only. We 
must know what is the likely Salon fee.

FIP ofce must receive the hard Copy of Salon Recognition form before it can be 
processed.

All entrants must possess original RAW/ JPEG les entered. Failure to comply 
may result in cancellation of entries or worse being Red Listed.

Attention

All new or renewal of FIP membership must be accompanied by copy of a 
utility bill i.e. Electricity Bill, Telephone Bill, Gas Bill, Vehicle Registration Bill 
or Voter ID.

Same for the Secretary and President of a Corporate Club.

All Indian FIP Salon jury members must be a direct member (IM/LM) of FIP.

All National and International salon entries must comply 

with the following le sizes

Maximum horizontal size is 1920 pixels. Maximum vertical 

size is 1080 pixels in 300 DPI. This has become mandatory 

from 1st April 2020 in all the FIP recognized Salons. 

Maximum le size 2 MB.

1920

1
0
8
0
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TO ALL THE WEBMASTERS

It has been reported that some webmasters are compressing the image while the 

file dimension remains 1920 x 1080 to enhance the image opening time. This is 

highly unethical and wrong. A team of experts from FIP is checking on this and 

suitable action will be taken against the webmasters who are involved in this.

Dear friends, Warm greetings from FIP, Patna. You guys are doing a wonderful job as web 

masters for the salons being conducted under the patronage of FIP. There are certain new 

rulings which I thought I must share with you.

1. All Web masters must register with FIP by writing a letter to the undersigned with 

undertaking that they will cooperate with FIP in case of any dispute.

2. All web masters are duty bound to inform the FIP if they found any irregularity in the 

Salon judging or conduct.

3. The jury panel undertaking the judging must conform to the approved list as per FIP 

approval.

4. A written statement from all the jury members is mandatory. “I have read and 

understood the FIP rules and guidelines (July 2022) and I have agreed to follow it in 

the letter and spirit in the Salon judging.”

4. All Web masters must cooperate for timely dispatch of SDAS and catalogues.

5. All Web masters must be a FIP member.

6. All FIP Salon jury members must be a direct member (IM/LM) of FIP.

6. No organiser is allowed to change the webmaster once the Salon has started.

 Web masters are responsible from opening of the Salon till the SDAS. No Web master 

can be hired on partial basis.

7. For continuity of information a Salon Must have the same Web master for 3 to 5 years.

8. The judging platform ( soft ware ) must remain the same throughout the judging process

9. All entrants must receive their individual scorecards on their respective emails on the 

day of results simultaneously with the results being posted on the Salon Web site.

10. During the uploading dates entrants' " Status " must be shown on the Salon Web site.

11. All Print Salons MUST accept prints up to 18 " on longer side. Of course 8 x 12 " print can 

be accepted but larger prints cannot be refused.

12. A grading system for Indian Salons is in the pipe line depending on punctuality, entrant 

friendliness and discipline .

From the 1st of April 2020 

1. Organizers are free to have their own entry fee structure. No more guide lines from FIP.

2. Salon recognition fee has been restructured. Please check the March issue of VF.

3. Mandatory purchase of Medals have been restructured. Please check the April issue of 

VF.
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FIP was constituted way back in 1953 with a view to bring more and more photographers 

under one umbrella to share their expertise, enjoy each other's company and learn from each 

other. 

It has never been our endeavour to stop any person or a group of persons from getting 

involved in this art form. However, some discipline is important to maintain order in the 

society and that is why some people's name appear in the Red List.

We have now formalised the norms which will be followed in future

1. Violations of Salon sectional rules and guide lines like adding or removing elements from 

Travel or Nature or PJ image or use of clone tool : National Salon - 1 year suspension

2. Same offence in an International Salon – 2 years suspension and matter will be reported to 

FIAP

3. Partial or total copy of other author's image (Plagiarism) in a National Salon or Articles in 

Viewnder with or without image without copyright permission – 2 years suspension

4. Same offence in an International salon – 3 years suspension and FIAP will be informed

5. Maligning FIP or any of its Chair publicly or on Social Media – 5 years suspension for any 

unsubstantiated charges

6. Healthy criticism is always welcome in a socially acceptable language.

7. Anti FIP-- activity 5 to 10 years suspension or dismissal from FIP.

8. Ethics and Disciplinary committee of FIP takes an educated decision on each individual 

case which is then ratied by the Working Committee .

9. All major decision of Working Committee and disciplinary actions are discussed and 

ratified by the Governing Body of FIP as well during the FIP Convention.

FIP is contemplating online registration of all Salons for FIP Patronage. This will also 
mean that all SDAS must be downloaded on FIP website. All repeat organizers will 
only get a FIP patronage number if they have complied with SDAS in past.

DISCIPLINE IN FIP

• New born clubs must provide tangible evidence of photographic 
activities by their members for the first two years to qualify as a Salon 
organiser in the 3rd year. The following activities will count–

 A. Photo outing and workshops with prior intimation to FIP

 B. Members' exhibition and competition

 C. Members participation in National Salons and POY Contest. Club's 
participation in the FIP Interclub competition.
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THE CURRENT RED LIST

Individuals who are under suspension

1. All Salon organizers to note that 

Ms Mousumi Dutta is restrained from participating in any FIP Salon or 

distinction program till her case has been fully investigated by FIP/FIAP

2. Debashis Ganguly - Red listed for life by FIAP (Plagiarism)

FIP disciplinary committee in consultation 

with Salon Saathi has resolved to ban for life 

Foto Art Society along with the Salon 

Chairman– Mr. Abhijit Dey, 18, Kashi Mitra 

Ghat Street, Kolkata-700013, 9051092507, 

fotoartsociety2018@gmail.com and Salon 

Secretary– Ms Priyanka Das, 9831957343, 

pdas006113@gmail.com

In future all three will not be able to organize 

any FIP approved Salon.
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SALONS
1st PPC NATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/101           C,M,N & WIF Closes 01.07.2026
Arindam Bera– 9123809082
raj_arin@yahoo.com; ppcclub.co.in

KALA KAVYA
FIP/2026/107              M,C,N & WIF Closes 01.07.2026
Sandeep Das– 6295989200
sandeepdas7430@gmail.com; kalakavya.drikkon.com

8th LENS AND VIEW INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/091            M,C,N & WIF Closes 05.07.2026
Samir Dutta– 9874618471
lensandview&gmail.com; https://lensandview.in/

ENPRINT DIGITAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/099            M,C,N & WIF Closes 05.07.2026
Ajay Kapoor– 9836086754
ajay_kapoorsps@yahoo.co.in; https://enprintphoto.com

PABEL 7th INTERNATIONAL DIGITAL SALON
FIP/2026/045 Closes 12.07.2026
M,C,N, WIF & Theme : Portrait (C/M)
Dipankar Dasgupta– 9038678005
dipa0618@gmail.com; https://pabel.fotosalons.in

DIGANTA SALON 2026
FIP/2026/113           C,M,N & WIF Closes 12.07.2026
Asmita Majumder– 840250164
asmitamajumder.bbt@gmail.com; 
https://diganta.fotosalons.in/

6th JSP INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/061 Closes 12.07.2026
C,M,N & Theme : People (C/M)
Joyraj Samanta– 9830124632
joy470@gmail.com; https://onlinejsp.com

3rd WHITE NATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/111         M,C,N, WIF & PJ Closes 15.07.2026
Samir Kumar Samanta– 8240605713
drsamanta@gmail.com; https://c4grna.in

ARCOIRIS INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/109 Closes 23.07.2026
C,M,N & Theme : People
Ruma Ghosh– 9831973821
circuitesteem@gmail.com; https://arcoiris.fotosalons.in

1st PIXELITE INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/095          M,C,N & WIF Closes 02.08.2026
Sudip Roychoudhury– 9831062050
ofcoursesudip@gmail.com; https://pixelitesalon.com/

PSP NATIONAL DIGITAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/117           M,C,N & WIF Closes 09.08.2026
Sanjay Vaichal– 9822034103
sanjayvaichal@gmail.com; 
https://thephotographicsocietyofpune.org/

1st LENSCAPE INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/102          C,M,N & WIF Closes 10.08.2026
Pinku Dey– 9836937116
lensreflex2018@gmail.com; https://lsc.fotoexhibitionpi.com

2nd ODYSSEY INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026
FIP/2026/110 Closes 10.08.2026
C,M,N & Theme : People and Street
Anubhab Sarkar– 9831973821
m2anubhab@gmail.com; https://gpfphotos.com/

DEWAS SALON 2026

FIP/2026/083   M,C,WIF & Theme : People Closes 20.08.2026

Sarabjit Kaur– 9818443535

dewaskalakumbh@gmail.com; https://kalakumbhdewas.com

FREEDOM INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026

FIP/2026/114             M,C,N & WIF Closes 20.08.2026

Subhasis Karmakar– 9830665524

subhasisphotography08@gmail.com; freedom.fotosalons.in

PHOTOQUEST 2026

FIP/2026/122               M,C,N & WIF Closes 22.08.2026

Nupur Kumar Roy– 8918226365

lenscript2016@gmail.com; https://www.lenscript.in

BEYOND THE LENS INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026

FIP/2026/121           C,M,N & WIF Closes 28.08.2026

Rajib Banerjee– 8910812183

paksalon1@gmail.com; https://clicknshot.in/

24th PSI INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026

FIP/2026/112             C,M,N & WIF Closes 29.08.2026

Nitin Pawar– 9819617577

nitinpawar1203@gmail.com; https://psi.fotosalons.in

68th DUM DUM SALON 2026

FIP/2026/084            MP & CP Closes 31.08.2026

Prof Biswatosh Sengupta– 9830874135

biswatoshs@gmail.com; www.padonline.org.in

2ND BLUE EARTH CIRCUIT 2026

FIP/2026/079-080-081    M,C,N & WIF Closes 10.09.2026

PMP SALON CLUB - 079;  FOCUS GERAARDSBERGEN - 080

PHOTO CLUB WEST - 081

Manashi Chatterjee– 9903552998

chatterjeemanashi43@gmail.com; https://blueearthcircuit.co.in/

GLOBAL LENS SALON 2026

FIP/2026/075            M,C,P & WIF Closes 11.09.2026

Amit Vyas– 9784500270

jodhpuroradfame@gmail.com; www.oradfame.com

FOTOFLASH SALON 2026

FIP/2026/077    M,C,WIF & Theme: People Closes 22.09.2026

Kanchan Raikwar– 8447250000

jcmcircuits@gmail.com; https://jcmcircuits.com/

8th Indian Viewfinder International Digital Salon 2026

FIP/2026/071            C,M,N & WIF Closes 27.09.2026

Dr. B.K. Sinha– 9835021092

barunks@hotmail.com; 

federationondianphotography@gmail.com; http://www.p.org.in

1st GEETANJALI INTERNATIONAL SALON 2026

FIP/2026/108          C,M,N,WIF & PJ Closes 28.09.2026

Manasi Roy– 9830629930

roymanasi@gmail.com; https://geetanjali.photoexplorist.com/

16th PHOTOLOVERS CIRCUIT 2026

FIP/2026/118-119-120       C,M,N & WIF Closes 01.10.2026

Photolovers, Indore - 118

M.P. Photography Club, Bhopal - 119

Mahakaleshwar Photographic Society - 120

Sudhir Saxena– 8878844444

photoloversindia@gmail.com; https://www.photolovers.org
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Edited and Published by Dr. B.K. Sinha
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